
 

     Timothy J. Gaffney 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

 Oriskany Central School District 
                                 1313 Utica Street 
                          Oriskany, NY 13424-0539 
                              (315) 768-2058    (315)768-2057 (Fax) 

 

 
 

 
            Laurie A. Widman 
           Business Administrator 

 

 

1 
 

COVID-19 Athletics Protocol and Return to Play  
  
Governor Cuomo recently announced that effective February 1, 2021, participants in higher-risk sports 
may participate in individual or distanced group training and organized no/low-contact group training 
and other types of play, including competitions and tournaments, if permitted by local health 
authorities.     
  
The policies outlined in this document are to maintain the safety and health of all student athletes, 
coaches and staff. These policies were created with guidelines given from the New York State 
Department of Health (NYSDOH), New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA), 
the Oriskany Central School District Reopening Plan and in consultation with the OHM Superintendents 
Council. 
 
The Oriskany Central School District Athletics Department will abide by all guidance provided by the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC), as well as, The New York State Return to Interscholastic Athletics 
guidance document and the Oneida County Department of Health. In accordance with NYSDOH 
Interim COVID-19 Guidance for Sports and Recreation, the ability to participate in sports and 
recreation activities is determined by a combination of the risk for COVID-19 transmission inherent in 
the sport or recreation activity itself and associated with the “type of play” (e.g. individual practice vs 
games). Sports and recreation activities are categorized by NYSDOH as “low” risk, “moderate” risk, and 
“high” risk. 
 

• The Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation During the Covid-19 Public Health Emergency 
stipulates that the following factors should be considered regarding higher risk sports, which 
may weigh against permitting such activities:  

o Whether a more-transmissible variant of COVID-19 has been identified in the area 
o Local rate of COVID-19 transmission or rate of positivity, and 
o Local ability to monitor and enforce compliance with requirements. 

 
Additional Information: 
 
The World Health Organization defines health as “a state of complete physical, mental and social 
wellbeing and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.” Regarding SARS-CoV-2 and participation 
in sports, the American Academy of Pediatrics has indicated that re-engaging in sports activities has 
physical and psychological health benefits. Participating in sports allows youth to improve their 
cardiovascular health, strength, body composition, and overall fitness. Mentally, youth may experience 
benefits from increased socialization and from a more structured routine. Both the psychological and 
physical benefits support developmental growth and can have immune system benefits.  
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The State’s decision to permit higher-risk sports and recreation activities does not mean that their risk 
has changed. Any time people are gathered, there is a risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2, which can lead 
to serious medical conditions and even death. Symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals can spread 
the 2 virus. Masking, distancing, and other mitigation measures reduce, but do not eliminate risk. 
Further, there is a significant risk of transmission to those in the home of an infected student-athlete.  
 
At present, it cannot be predicted who will become severely ill, although older people and those with 
underlying health conditions are at higher risk. The long-term effects of SARS-CoV-2 are not known; 
even people with mild cases may experience long-term complications.  
 
Schools, players, parents, and coaches should understand that social interactions outside of an actual 
practice or competition (e.g. locker rooms, buses) are also potential places of transmission among 
student-athletes. Regarding clusters of SARS-CoV-2 cases among athletes, at this time, there is 
insufficient data to determine whether transmission is more likely to have occurred because of the 
nature of a given sport or because of the social factors and environment surrounding the athletes and 
teams.  
 
Ultimately, the decision falls on a parent(s)/guardian(s) to decide whether they will allow their children 
to participate in a given sport or activity. 
 
Higher Risk sports within the Oriskany Central School District include:  
 

• Football  
• Ice Hockey  
• Basketball  
• Competitive Cheerleading  

 

Guidelines and Considerations for Safe Play (Applies to All Sports:) 

 
The following are requirements and recommendations for school district sponsored higher-risk school 
sports:  
 

• Each school Director of Athletics/School Leader must oversee the creation of a sport-specific 
preparedness plan that delineates: 

• A plan administrator, who is responsible for communicating the plan to athletes, coaches, 
parents, trainers, referees/officials, etc.  

o Kevin Jones, Athletic Director for the Oriskany Central School District 
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• A plan coordinator, who will serve as a point of contact, should any cases be identified. The 
coordinator must facilitate and assist with case investigation, contact elicitation and 
notification.  

o Kevin Jones, Director of Athletics – Oriskany Central School District  
 Contact Number Work Hours – (315) 335-7702 
 Contact Number After Hours - (315) 744-5504 

The Director of Athletics, Kevin Jones, will also notify the Jr./Sr. High School 
Principal, Jamie Grimshaw, who is also the Jr/Sr High School building COVID - 19 
liaison.   

• Mr. Grimshaw’s work contact number is: (315) 768-2045/2063. 
• Additionally, the Director of Athletics will contact the District 

Superintendent, Timothy Gaffney, who is the District COVID - 19 liaison. 
Mr. Gaffney’s contact number for school hours is: (315) 768-2058.  

• A daily system to ensure that no one associated with the practice or competition is ill, including 
referees/officials and spectators.  

• The Oneida County Department of Health requires each coach of a higher risk sport to be 
tested every (14) fourteen days and recommends each student athlete, manager, 
referee/official, trainer or other individuals associated with higher risk sports undergo, PCR-
based SARS-CoV-2 testing, every fourteen days unless the individual has documentation of a 
positive PCR-based SARS-CoV-2 test within (90) ninety days.   

o The Director of Athletics for the Oriskany Central School District, through the annual 
winter coaches meeting and on-going verification checks with each coach throughout 
the season, will communicate to each coach and provide in writing that each coach be 
PCR tested as required by OCHD.  The Director of Athletics will document and catalog 
each test conducted on each coach. 

o The Director of Athletics for the Oriskany Central School District will create, 
communicate and disseminate a document for each student athlete/parent/guardian 
for review and required signature by athlete and parent/guardian recommending that 
the student athlete be tested as recommended by the OCHD.  (Attached) Each 
document will be kept securely and confidentially by the Director of Athletics.   

• The district/school must report to OCHD positive test results of any student-athletes, coaches, 
managers, referees/officials, spectators, of which it is aware within 24 hours of learning the 
result.  

• Positive test results/reports will be submitted by our Director of Athletics, Kevin Jones.   
 
• Each parent/guardian, athlete, coach, manager, referee/official must sign an agreement that a 

condition of ongoing participation includes full cooperation with case investigations, contact 
elicitation and adherence to isolation and quarantine orders. 
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• Sanitation Stations are set up throughout each athletic facility as well as on playing surfaces.  
• Hand sanitizer and masks will be readily available for practices and games. Each team will be 

supplied with a medical kit that will be brought to all practices and games, these medical kits 
will have thermometers, extra masks, hand sanitizer and other PPE. 

• Sports will extend bench areas out to be able to maintain social distancing. Benches will be 
marked with tape to show student-athletes and coaches where to sit to maintain social 
distancing. 

• Practice/competition sites: only student-athletes, coaches, athletic trainers, officials 
(competition), clock operators and/or scorekeepers will be the only personnel at practices and 
games. 

• Student athletes will be encouraged to bring their own bag to hold their personal items. 
Personal items will be kept in the bag. Lockers will not be permitted for use for the storage of 
student belongings. 

• Coaches will be encouraged to keep their athletes in “Cohorts”. Cohorts will help limit the 
potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus. Cohorts are self-contained, pre-assigned groups of 
students with reasonable group size limits set forth by the responsible parties.  

 

Player Pledges: 

Coaches will meet with and communicate to student athletes/ team members that: 

What student athletes and/or team members do outside of practices and games can have an 
effect on their teammates, opponents, school, families and community.  Their actions may also 
directly impact the future of the sports season and operations of the school.  At the beginning of 
the winter sport’s season, each coach will facilitate discussions with their teams (student 
athletes) to educate and encourage smart decision making during the season to help minimize 
exposures.  Adhering to and following all safety protocols and guidance from the CDC, DOH and 
NYSPHSAA Return to Interscholastic 2020 – 2021 Winter Sports Guidance Document will be 
reviewed with each student athlete to assist in making an educated and informed decision 
making process.   

Additionally, it is critical that in reducing the spread of COVID - 19 those experiencing symptoms 
should stay home. This may involve a culture change for some teams.  However, the message 
should not be to play through an illness, but to stay home to protect others.   
 
Safety Protocols will be followed in accordance with the NYS Department of Health Interim Guidance 
for Sports and Recreation during the COVID-19 public health crisis. 
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All Players and Coaches Will: 
 

• Complete daily attestations (A COVID – 19 questionnaire) confirming they have not 
experienced any COVID-19 symptoms and; 

• Have not had any recent exposure to a COVID-19 case. 
● Take temperatures of players and coaches prior to practices and games/contests.  This 

information will be recorded and documented daily for contact tracing purposes.   
● Ensure that masks will be worn whenever possible - and mandatory for all athletes and 

coaches when not engaged in play.  
○ Cloth face coverings/masks that conform to recommendations from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) should be worn by all athletes, coaches, 
managers, referees/officials, individuals dropping off or picking up athletes, etc.  It is 
important that the cloth face covering/mask fits the individual well and is worn over the 
nose and below the chin at all times when in use.  

○ In the rare case that a medical condition would be complicated by wearing a cloth face 
covering/mask, an athlete can apply to the district/school medical director for an 
exemption by providing appropriate documentation that the condition will be present 
throughout the length of the sports season.  

○ Cloth face coverings have been shown to be well tolerated by the majority of individuals 
who wear them for exercise but acknowledges that the coverings may need to be 
removed under certain circumstances.  

○ District/school medical directors should review the guidance and other scientific 
literature for recommendations regarding specific sports where a cloth face 
covering/mask could pose a hazard and address those in their sport-specific 
preparedness plans.  

○ Boards of Education should, in consultation with the district/school medical directors, 
consider this information when approving participating in individual sports.  

○ If the cloth face covering/mask is removed for a break, the individual should remain at 
least 6 feet away from all other individuals.  Cloth face coverings must be washed daily 
in hot water and not reused until cleaned.  

○ Any mask that becomes saturated with sweat must be changed immediately. 
○ Acceptable face coverings for COVID-19 include but are not limited to cloth-based face 

coverings and disposable masks that cover both the mouth and nose. 
● Coaches, managers, and other employees should monitor proper use of cloth face 

coverings/masks and correct improper use, when indicated.  
● Social distancing, 6 ft. apart, will be enforced when not engaged in play for all athletes.  
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● Hand washing or sanitizing of hands before and after practices and games, and after 
sharing equipment will be enforced.  

● Equipment sharing will be minimized as best as possible and will continuously be sanitized 
as appropriate to maximize the safety of all athletes.   

● Players will bring their own equipment when and if possible.   
● Players will bring their own individual water bottles.  Water bottles should be labeled with 

the player’s name on the water bottle.  
○ Athletes will not be able to use water fountains (mouth to surface) unless they are 

equipped to fill water bottles without an athlete touching the surface of the 
fountain.  

○ Water coolers will be set up for games. Next to the water coolers will be hand 
sanitizer to use before filling up their bottle and after.  

○ Each night the water coolers will be brought inside to be sanitized and cleaned. 
● Sharing of food, water (bottles) and/or other materials/resources such as towels, clothing, 

or other practice/game gear will be prohibited. 
● Unnecessary physical contact among players and opponents (e.g., handshakes, high-fives) 

will be prohibited.  
● At this time, spectators will not be permitted at any athletic contest. While this may 

change in the future, it is not permitted as of the publishing of this document. Senior 
athletes will be permitted to allow two (2) family members/friends to attend one (1) home 
contest during the course of the competitive season. This contest will preferably be a 
“senior night”, so long as all safety protocols can occur given the potential number of total 
spectators. 
 

Coaches (and/or managerial staff) Will: 
 

• Maintain attendance logs of all athletes and essential personnel who attend practices and 
games, including; 

o Team Roster(s) 
o Players, coaching and ancillary staff.   

 Attendance logs will include contact information - student athlete name, 
parent/guardian name, address and phone number(s). 

• Director of Athletics contact information 
• Jr./Sr. High School Building Principal contact information (COVID – 19 Building Liaison) 
• N.A. Walbran School Building contact information (COVID – 19 Building Liaison) 
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• Superintendent of Schools contact information (COVID – 19 District Liaison) 
• Referees, Officials, Scorekeepers, Clock Operators contact information   
• Required to be Covid-19 PCR tested every 14 days 

 
Additional Screening: 
 
In each med kit there will be a thermometer for coaches to take temperatures of each student 
athlete. In the Athlete/ Coach Daily Screening Survey the temperature will be recorded and 
documented daily by the coach.  In accordance with the NYSDOH guidance (Interim COVID-19 
Guidance for Sports and Recreation)” If an individual presents a temperature of greater than 100.0 
degrees Fahrenheit, the individual must be denied entry into the facility and sent home.”  
 
If the athlete/coach’s temperature is higher than 100.0 or answers “yes” to any of the health survey 
questions, they will be sent home. If the athlete/coach is able to drive they will be directed to go 
straight to their car and go home. If the athlete is not old enough to drive, then they will wait for their 
parents in a supervised isolation area.  Parent contact will be made immediately. The coach will 
socially distance monitor the athlete while they wait for a parent/guardian to arrive on site. In each 
medical kit there will be forms that the athlete/coach will receive to document for contact tracing 
purposes.   
 
Additionally, as required by the Oneida County Department of Health, each coach of a high risk sport 
must be COVID - 19 tested every (14) fourteen days.  It is also recommended, as per OCHD guidance, 
that all student athletes also be COVID – 19 tested every (14) fourteen days unless the students 
athlete has documentation of a positive PCR-based SARS-CoV-2 test within the previous (90) ninety 
days.      
 
The athlete/coach that has a possible case or COVID-19 or has tested positive, will not be allowed to 
return to the facility without a negative test, and/or documentation that the athlete’s/coach’s 
infectious period has passed and they are removed from isolation. 
 
Once a team has a possible case/exposure of COVID-19 the team will be monitored and be restricted 
and not permitted to share a court. The team will also be required to complete the health survey, 
have temperature checks before and after practice and agree to be COVID – 19 tested by the school 
nurse prior to returning to practice. The team will be isolated from other teams for 10 days. The team 
will not play any games during the 10-day quarantine. If a team is not showing any signs or symptoms 
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after the 10-day isolation, they can resume competition. 
 
In accordance to the NYDOH guidelines “Responsible parties must notify the state and local health 
department immediately upon being informed of any positive COVID-19 case.”  If a coach has an 
athlete with a temperature, “yes” to a question on the health survey questionnaire, or is told one of 
their athletes/coaches has tested positive, they are to contact the athletic director immediately. Once 
the Athletic Director is informed he will notify both the COVID – 19 School Liaisons and the 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 
If a COVID-19 exposure occurs, timely notifications are critical, and this information will help/assist in 
contact tracing activities occurring in a timely and appropriate manner.  
 
Operators, coaches, participants and others engaging in sports activities must cooperate with the 
Oneida County Department of Health Services on contact tracing. 
 
Transportation: 
 
Coaches, athletes and staff are required to wear a mask at all times while traveling to away contests. 
There will be one athlete/coach to a seat on the bus to maintain social distancing. No food or 
beverages will be allowed on the bus.  
 
Practices and games should be conducted in large and well-ventilated spaces for practice and play.   
 
Coaches should consider dividing larger teams or groups of athletes into smaller groups for the 
purpose of:  

• Conditioning, skill work, drills, or other practice simulations  
• Consider scheduling practices that allow for; 

o Sanitation of equipment, locker rooms or other shared spaces between practices 
o Alternating practice times between male and female athletes/teams that utilize the 

same practice facilities to allow for appropriate locker room, facilities and equipment 
sanitation (if appropriate.) 

o Limit those individuals not essential to the practice or contests from attending, 
including but not limited to; 

o Home spectators, away spectators, staff, vendors, other   
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Consideration will be given towards creating pod/bubble leagues to minimize contact.  

o For example, if twelve schools are in a league, have three mini leagues of four that only play 
one another.  

o If feasible, how pods can be created to limit the potential for transmission in the event of an 
exposure. A pod is a group of student-athletes who only practice or play with members of their 
own pod.  

o Pods should practice in either physically separate rooms, facilities or areas or steps taken to 
ensure that pods are appropriately distanced.  

o Teams should avoid reassigning athletes to different pods to the maximum extent possible.  
o The smaller the pod size, the more the team can minimize potential transmission 

 
Combined/ Merged Teams: 
 
If applicable, NYSPHSAA rules and regulations permit merged and combined teams with league and 
section approval. 
 
Participation in additional tournaments and/or out of the contiguous region play is prohibited.  
 

Coaches Expectations: 

• Students will complete screening (paper copy or virtual) and the coach will check temperatures 
with proper PPE (NYSDOH guidance) and keep a file; in-person students have already 
completed the screening for academic related purposes but will be expected to complete 
another form upon entry to practice for contact tracing purposes.  The same process will apply 
for remote students as well.   

• Coaching staff will coordinate with and immediately notify the Director of Athletics, the District 
or School Building’s COVID-19 Representative or Coordinator when there is a known or 
suspected case of COVID-19.  

• The district or school’s policy for notification to the school community should be followed.  
• Confidentiality will be maintained throughout the entire process.  

The name of the individual with COVID-19 should never be disclosed. It is strongly recommended that 
anyone with close contact to a COVID-19 case during their infectious period (48 hours prior to 
symptom start date or test day if asymptomatic through the day they isolate) get tested.   
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A process will be developed to communicate to coaching staff in a timely manner when a student 
is excluded from school for illness to ensure they do not attend practices or games. That process 
will also include communication when a student is cleared to return to school.   

• Coaches will record and maintain their records throughout the season                                                    
• Masks will be worn at all times during practice and/or games 
• Coaches are responsible for all practice planning and game situations and to ensure that 6 feet 

social distancing is followed (during drills and in between instruction) 
• Students and coaches must wash or sanitize their hands for at least 20 seconds upon arrival to 

practice and/or game. It is best practice to wash or sanitize hands before and after practices or 
games. 

• Practices and/or games will be limited to essential personnel only.   
• Coaches must wear masks for the duration of the practice and games and follow social 

distancing guidelines. 
• Players must wear masks when not involved in vigorous activity. Examples include; 

o  On the bench, on the sideline, waiting for a drill, upon arrival and upon departure of 
practice or contests. 

• When not directly participating in an activity or drill, individuals must be 6 feet apart socially 
distanced. 

• Coaching staff will periodically wipe down equipment throughout practice and at the end of 
each practice and each contest. 

• Equipment should be wiped down after each drill by the coach.  The District will provide 
cleaning supplies for each team. 

Athletes who arrive to practice as remote learners are required to arrive at practice and games in their 
practice/game clothes as the locker rooms will be closed. 

• Student athletes participating in sports will be encouraged to attend school (4) days a week for 
live instruction. 

Player Expectations: 

• Sign student athlete agreement/consent form for Covid-19 testing and participation 
• Come to practice/game dressed and with your own, name labeled water bottle 
• Player is responsible for their own supplies and gear for their sport 
• Player will need an appropriate face covering for practices and games 
• Additional face covering will be made available for student athletes that need one. 
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Away teams are encouraged to have their athletes arrive for the game in their uniforms, to avoid 
changing on campus.  (Locker rooms will not be available for visiting teams.) 

○ Student-athletes, (home and away student athletes) will be required to store their 
personal belongings behind the team bench, and spaced out to avoid additional 
opportunities for exposure. 

○ Shower facilities and locker room facilities will not be available for home or away team 
members and will be communicated to all Directors of Athletics of away team schools 
prior to scheduled contests.  Additionally, communication will also be sent to all home 
team players and parent/guardians regarding the non-use and non-availability of 
showers and locker room facilities during practices and contests.  This will be 
communicated to all coaches, student athletes, coaches and families by: 

■ Kevin Jones, Director of Athletics – Oriskany Central School District. 
● Hand sanitizer stations will be available for all athletes, home and away, 

during all practices and contests.  

Cleaning and Disinfecting: 

• In accordance with NYSDOH guidance (Interim COVID-19 Guidance for Sports and Recreation), 
the following could be utilized for proper hygiene, cleaning and disinfecting:  

o Responsible parties must ensure adherence to hygiene and cleaning and disinfection 
requirements as advised by the CDC and DOH, including “Guidance for Cleaning and 
Disinfection of Public and Private Facilities for COVID-19,” and the “STOP THE SPREAD” 
poster, as applicable. Responsible parties must maintain cleaning logs that include the 
date, time, and scope of cleaning and disinfection. 

• Frequently touched surfaces on the field, court, or play surface will be cleaned and disinfected 
at least daily, or between uses as much as possible. 

• Responsible Parties must provide and maintain hand hygiene stations on site, as follows: 
o For hand sanitizing: an alcohol-based hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol for 

areas where handwashing facilities may not be available or practical. 
• Hand sanitizer must be placed throughout the site for use by employees and 

patrons/players/spectators. It should be placed in convenient locations such as point of 
entrance/exit.  

• Responsible Parties should post signage indicating that visibly soiled hands should be washed 
with soap and water; hand sanitizer is not effective on visibly soiled hands. 

• Responsible Parties must provide appropriate cleaning and disinfection supplies for shared and 
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frequently touched surfaces and encourage employees to use these supplies, following 
manufacturers’ instructions, before and after use of these surfaces, followed by hand hygiene. 

• Responsible Parties must conduct regular cleaning and disinfection of the site and frequent 
cleaning and disinfection for high-risk areas used by many individuals and for frequently 
touched surfaces. Cleaning and disinfection must be rigorous and ongoing and should occur at 
least after each shift, daily, or more frequently as needed. Please refer to DOH’s “Interim 
Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfection of Public and Private Facilities for COVID-19” for 
detailed instructions on how to clean and disinfect facilities. 

• Responsible Parties must ensure regular cleaning and disinfection of restrooms. Restrooms 
should be cleaned and disinfected more often depending on frequency of use. 

• Responsible Parties must ensure distancing rules are adhered to by using signage, occupied 
markers, or other methods to reduce restroom capacity where feasible. 

 

Consent and Clearances: 

Prior to the start of the athletic season, all student athletes must complete a required 
questionnaire/form. Within this questionnaire, the student athlete will be asked about their prior 
exposure and/or positivity for COVID-19. Any student who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 
90 days, should be medically cleared for interscholastic competition by a primary care physician, 
independent of the school district. 

A sample Assessment/Release for Return to Play form will be provided.  

Each parent/guardian must sign a district/school developed COVID-19 informed consent that, at a 
minimum, acknowledges that: 

• Participation in the higher-risk sport places the student-athlete at risk of exposure to COVID-19. 
• Symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals can spread the virus. 
• Masking, distancing, and other mitigation measures reduce, but do not eliminate risk. 
• At present, it cannot be predicted who will become severely ill if infected. 
• COVID-19 can lead to serious medical conditions and death for people of all ages. 
• The long-term effects of COVID-19 are, at present, are unknown; even people with mild cases 

may experience long-term complications. 
• There is a significant risk of transmission to those in the home of infected student athletes. 
• Older people and people with underlying health conditions are at higher risk of serious disease. 
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This acknowledgement shall affirm a condition of ongoing participation will be full cooperation 
with case/ contact investigations and compliance with isolation/quarantine requests if 
indicated. 

Additional Resources:   

NYS Department of Health Sports and Recreation Master Guidance 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGui
dance.pdf 

CDC Guidelines  

Playing Sports: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/playing  
sports.html#:~:text=Bring%20your%20own%20equipment%2C%20like,help%20protect%20yourself%2
0and%20others  

Considerations for Youth Sports Administrators: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/schools childcare/youth-sports.html  

Sports Organizations:   
 
http://www.nysphsaa.org/COVID-19-Info 
 
http://www.nysphsaa.org/Portals/0/COVID%2019/2021%20January%20-
%20Return%20To%20Interscholastic%20Athletics.pdf 
 
Ongoing Requirements:  
 

• If school is closed for in-person education due to an increase in COVID-19 cases, school-
sponsored sports must be suspended until in-person education is resumed; however, this 
restriction does not apply to schools that are conducting only remote instruction.  

• Travel to, or from, any area that has been designated by NYSDOH as a red or orange zone is not 
permitted.  

• Travel to, or from, any area that has been designated by NYSDOH as a yellow zone is permitted 
so long as it adheres to all applicable NYS guidance.  

• Superintendents/School Leaders from outside the CNY or Mohawk Valley regions must 
stipulate to the host district/school that no one associated with the team is known to be ill or 
currently infected with COVID-19 prior to their team traveling to the region to participate in a 
practice or competition.  

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
http://www.nysphsaa.org/COVID-19-Info
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• Monitoring and enforcement of New York Forward requirements are expected to be 
performed by districts/schools, as limited public health resources are focused on vaccination 
efforts, case investigation and contact tracing. Districts/schools must investigate complaints of 
non-compliance and report findings to the school district’s Board of Education or non-public 
school’s Board of Directors or their designee.  

• Failure to comply will result in approval for the given district’s/school’s team being rescinded.  
• Districts/schools must have additional cloth face coverings/masks on hand in case an athlete 

player forgets or needs to replace one. 
• Kevin Jones, Director of Athletics for the Oriskany Central School District, will communicate to 

all parents/guardians, coaches and student athletes that carpooling will be discouraged for all 
practices and contests.  To assist with alleviating this concern – the Oriskany Central School 
District will provide transportation for athletes through the following avenues: 

o All student athletes for the Oriskany Central School District will be provided 
transportation to and from all away contests. 

o A 5:00 pm bus run will be available daily for any student athlete that requires a ride 
home from practice. 

• No practices or contests will be held outdoors.  The Oriskany Central School District will be 
providing the following sports – which are not conducive to outdoor practices or contests: 

o  Modified, JV and Varsity Girls Basketball 
o Modified, JV and Varsity Boys Basketball 
o Competitive Cheerleading  

 To assist minimizing time spent indoors the following will occur: 
• All teams will be split into pods, when feasible, creating smaller practice 

squads and dividing up practice times within each individual team 
structure.   

• All teams will be required to come “dressed” to practices and games, 
eliminating the need for locker room time before, during, and after 
practices and contests. 

• All student athlete gear will be stored securely within the practice and/or 
contest area eliminating the need and time to access locker rooms.     

 
All student athletes, parents/guardians will report any and all alleged failures to adhere to the 
obligation reflected in these requirement and/or those in the NYS interim guidance for sports and 
recreation during the covid-19 public health emergency. The link to the guidance can be found here: 
SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf (ny.gov) 
All reports will go to: 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/SportsAndRecreationMasterGuidance.pdf
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• Kevin Jones, Director of Athletics, - Oriskany Central School Districts.  Correspondence for 
reporting will be as follows: 

o Phone communication: (315) 335-7702 (Work) 
o Phone communication: (315) 744-5504 (After work hours) 
o Email communication: kjones@oriskanycsd.org  

 
 
 

   

mailto:kjones@oriskanycsd.org

